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Abstract 
 
The California Land Conservation Act provides the authority for cities and counties to 
establish agricultural preserves to protect agricultural land uses. The Act permits cities and 
counties to enter into renewable contracts with landowners to designate land uses for a 
given parcel. 

 
Resource 

 CAL GOV’T CODE § 51240 (Deering 2005) 

 § 51240.  Authority of city or county to contract 

 Any city or county may by contract limit the use of agricultural land for the purpose of 
 preserving such land pursuant and subject to the conditions set forth in the contract and in this 
 chapter. A contract may provide for restrictions, terms, and conditions, including payments and 
 fees, more restrictive than or in addition to those required by this chapter. 

 


