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Abstract

Ithaca, New York a diverse and flourishing local food community with a deep and enduring
interest in organic foods, sustainable local agriculture, cooperative food markets,
community gardens, agricultural education, and a more equitable local food system.
Despite this solid foundation, Ithaca has noticed that there is more work to be done.
Primarily, this food needs to be made accessible and affordable to all members of the
population.

Ithaca’s Comprehensive Plan established a goal to locally integrate the production,
processing, and distribution of food in order to increase food security for local residents.
This goal simultaneously serves to increase the environmental sustainability of the food
system. In furtherance of this goal, the city has set out to expand private and community
gardens, connect food entrepreneurs with policy-makers, permitting agencies, and
community members, expand on public farmers markets and public transportation to
markets, as well as eliminate any zoning or policy decisions which inhibit the growth of
their local food system.
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| Food Systems : GOALS

All city residents will énjoy FOOD SECURITY.

faod available a*fordable, and
accesiible ta everyone, Food
praduction, processing, and distri-
butian shauld be locally integrated
ti =nhance public health and food
Seturity, making Ithacy’s foad
Lyitems s energ-eficient and
ernviranmentally sustainable —
and as ascessible to all residents —
a5 pastible.

Residents will have appertunities to groe their own foad locally through private ar

cammunity gardens.

Ithaca's cammunity food netwark will improve fead accessibility by connecting food
entrepreneurs with policyrmakers, perrmitting agencies, and cormmunity members,

Ithaca will be harme to local foad-production and fopd-processing enterprises that
capitalize on our location at the heart of a thriving agriculteral region,
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| Food Systems : RECOMMENDATIONS

Allaw and encaurage the lacation of farmers’ rmarkets and srmall food markets providing
whalesarme and healthy faod thraughout the city.

Collaborate with TCAT to establish a regular shuttle to the Ithaca Farmers’ Markes
and provide convenient serdoe to local gracery sbores.

Identify and rermowve impediments in the City Code ta carmmunity gardens, shared
projects, and cther urban agriculture projects.

Prarmate l:ﬂ-l'l"ll'l'lul‘litj' El.l'ﬂ!l'lil'lg Sitbag, hll"l.lHl'J'I'lE SysLesms, ari EDIBLE LANDSCARES in all
neighbarhaods,

Encourage multi-unit housing cwners and develepers ta set aside land for
community gardens.

fdvacate for the use of spil contarmination testing ard remedistion procedurnes for
community gardens and similar projects and reguice testing and remediation far sites

o City pragerty.

Collaborate with cormmunity partners to develag a long-term strategy for regularhy
rgintaining community gardens and similar projects with strang community
participation.

Pramate safe and appropriate vse of wasted organic resounoes.

Identify and rermowe maning barriers ta establishing food-praduction and feod-
processing enterprises inthe ity whers appropriate.

Facus City seanomic devels prent effarts on attracting faod-praduction and foad-
processing enterprises, where appropriate.

Ithaca, New York’s Comprehensive Plan can be found here:
http://www.cityofithaca.org/DocumentCenter/View /4054
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