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s, 

ne
w

ss
ta

nd
s, 

bu
s 

st
op

s 
an

d 
sh

el
te

rs
, n

ew
sp

ap
er

 b
ox

es
 a

nd
 p

la
nt

er
s, 

am
on

g 
ot

he
r t

hi
ng

s; 
an

d

W
HE

RE
AS

, i
nc

re
as

in
g 

pu
bl

ic
 tr

an
sit

 u
se

, w
al

ki
ng

 a
nd

 b
ic

yc
lin

g 
off

 e
rs

 th
e 

po
te

nt
ia

l 
fo

r 
a 

he
al

th
ie

r 
ci

tiz
en

ry
, 

cl
ea

ne
r 

ai
r, 

re
du

ce
d 

tra
ffi  

c 
co

ng
es

tio
n,

 m
or

e 
liv

ab
le

 
ne

ig
hb

or
ho

od
s, 

le
ss

 r
el

ia
nc

e 
on

 fo
ss

il 
fu

el
s 

an
d 

im
po

rt
ed

 s
ou

rc
es

 o
f e

ne
rg

y, 
an

d 
m

or
e 

effi
  c

ie
nt

 u
se

 o
f r

oa
d 

sp
ac

e 
an

d 
re

so
ur

ce
s;

NO
W

 TH
ER

EF
O

RE
, I,

 M
ic

ha
el

 N
ut

te
r, 

by
 th

e a
ut

ho
rit

y v
es

te
d 

in
 m

e b
y t

he
 P

hi
la

de
lp

hi
a 

Ho
m

e 
Ru

le
 C

ha
rt

er
, d

o 
he

re
by

 o
rd

er
 a

s f
ol

lo
w

s:

Se
ct

io
n 

1.
 C

O
M

PL
ET

E 
ST

RE
ET

S 
PO

LI
CY

Al
l C

ity
 d

ep
ar

tm
en

ts
 a

nd
 a

ge
nc

ie
s s

ha
ll,

 in
 co

nn
ec

tio
n 

w
ith

 in
pu

t i
nt

o 
an

d 
de

ci
sio

ns
 

re
ga

rd
in

g 
al

l t
ra

ns
po

rt
at

io
n 

an
d 

de
ve

lo
pm

en
t p

ro
je

ct
s:

A.
 G

iv
e 

fu
ll 

co
ns

id
er

at
io

n 
to

 a
cc

om
m

od
at

io
n 

of
 th

e 
sa

fe
ty

 a
nd

 c
on

ve
ni

en
ce

 o
f a

ll 
us

er
s 

of
 t

he
 t

ra
ns

po
rt

at
io

n 
sy

st
em

, b
e 

th
ey

 p
ed

es
tri

an
s, 

bi
cy

cl
ist

s, 
pu

bl
ic

 t
ra

ns
it 

us
er

s, 
or

 m
ot

or
 ve

hi
cl

e 
dr

iv
er

s;

B.
 B

al
an

ce
 th

e n
ee

ds
 o

f a
ll u

se
rs

 in
 p

la
nn

in
g,

 d
es

ig
n,

 co
ns

tru
ct

io
n,

 m
ai

nt
en

an
ce

, a
nd

 
op

er
at

io
n;

 a
nd

C.
 P

rio
rit

iz
e 

th
e 

sa
fe

ty
 o

f t
ho

se
 tr

av
el

in
g 

in
 th

e 
pu

bl
ic

 ri
gh

t o
f w

ay
, a

nd
 in

 p
ar

tic
ul

ar
 

th
e 

sa
fe

ty
 o

f c
hi

ld
re

n,
 th

e 
el

de
rly

, a
nd

 p
er

so
ns

 w
ith

 d
isa

bi
lit

ie
s. 

Su
ch

 e
ff o

rt
s s

ha
ll 

be
 

kn
ow

n 
as

 th
e 

Ci
ty

’s 
“C

om
pl

et
e 

St
re

et
s P

ol
ic

y.”

Se
ct

io
n 

2.
 IM

PL
EM

EN
TA

TI
O

N
 O

F 
CO

M
PL

ET
E 

ST
RE

ET
S

Al
l d

ep
ar

tm
en

ts
 s

ha
ll 

m
ak

e 
th

e 
Co

m
pl

et
e 

St
re

et
s 

Po
lic

y 
an

 in
te

gr
al

 p
ar

t 
of

 t
he

ir 
pl

an
ni

ng
 a

nd
 p

ro
gr

am
m

in
g 

w
he

re
ve

r p
ra

ct
ic

ab
le

. E
xa

m
pl

es
 o

f h
ow

 th
e 

Co
m

pl
et

e 
St

re
et

s P
ol

ic
y m

ay
 b

e 
im

pl
em

en
te

d 
in

cl
ud

e,
 b

ut
 a

re
 n

ot
 li

m
ite

d 
to

:

A.
 U

se
 o

f g
oo

d 
ge

om
et

ric
 d

es
ig

n 
an

d 
fe

at
ur

es
 s

uc
h 

as
 m

ed
ia

n 
re

fu
ge

s 
an

d 
cu

rb
 

ex
te

ns
io

ns
 (b

um
po

ut
s)

 in
 c

on
ne

ct
io

n 
w

ith
 st

re
et

sc
ap

e 
de

sig
n,

 in
 o

rd
er

 to
 m

in
im

iz
e 

cr
os

sin
g 

di
st

an
ce

s a
nd

 in
cr

ea
se

 v
isi

bi
lit

y b
et

w
ee

n 
pe

de
st

ria
ns

 a
nd

 m
ot

or
ist

s;

B.
 T

im
in

g 
of

 tr
affi

  c
 si

gn
al

s t
o 

m
in

im
iz

e 
pe

de
st

ria
n 

de
la

y &
 co

nfl
 ic

ts
;

C.
 D

isc
ou

ra
gi

ng
 li

m
ite

d 
pu

ll-
off

  
la

ne
s, 

dr
iv

ew
ay

s, 
an

d 
ob

st
ru

ct
io

ns
 t

ha
t 

na
rro

w
 

sid
ew

al
ks

 to
 th

e 
de

tri
m

en
t o

f a
 co

m
fo

rt
ab

le
 p

ed
es

tri
an

 e
nv

iro
nm

en
t;

D.
 P

ro
m

ot
io

n 
of

 a
n 

ex
pa

nd
ed

 a
nd

 im
pr

ov
ed

 b
ic

yc
le

 n
et

w
or

k,
 in

cl
ud

in
g 

bi
ke

 la
ne

s, 
off

 -r
oa

d 
tra

ils
, a

nd
 b

ic
yc

le
 p

ar
ki

ng
 a

t a
ut

om
ob

ile
 p

ar
ki

ng
 fa

ci
lit

ie
s;

E.
 R

ev
ie

w
in

g 
m

ot
or

 v
eh

ic
le

 tr
affi

  c
 la

ne
s t

o 
de

te
rm

in
e 

w
he

th
er

 a
dd

iti
on

al
 sp

ac
e 

fo
r 

ot
he

r l
ow

er
-im

pa
ct

 u
se

s c
ou

ld
 b

e 
re

as
on

ab
ly

 a
cc

om
m

od
at

ed
;

F. 
Im

pr
ov

in
g 

th
e 

rig
ht

s-
of

-w
ay

 in
 co

m
pl

ia
nc

e 
w

ith
 A

D
A 

ac
ce

ss
ib

ili
ty

 g
ui

de
lin

es
; a

nd

G.
 A

dd
re

ss
in

g 
th

e 
ne

ed
s 

of
 b

ic
yc

le
s, 

pe
de

st
ria

ns
, a

nd
 p

ub
lic

 t
ra

ns
it,

 a
s 

w
el

l 
as

 
au

to
m

ob
ile

s, 
w

he
n 

au
th

or
iz

in
g 

st
re

et
 a

nd
 s

id
ew

al
k 

cl
os

ur
es

 f
or

 c
on

st
ru

ct
io

n 
pr

oj
ec

ts
.

D
AT

E 
Ju

ne
 4

, 2
00

9
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 |

 P
hi

la
de

lp
hi

a 
Co

m
pl

et
e 

St
re

et
s 

D
es

ig
n 

H
an

db
oo

k

Co
m

pl
et

e 
St

re
et

s 
Ex

ec
uti

 v
e 

O
rd

er

PH
IL

A
D

EL
PH

IA
’S

 C
O

M
PL

ET
E 

ST
RE

ET
S 

BI
LL

(B
IL

L 
N

O
. 1

20
53

2)

An
 O

rd
in

an
ce

 m
en

di
ng

 T
itl

e 
12

 o
f T

he
 P

hi
la

de
lp

hi
a 

Co
de

, e
nt

itl
ed

 “T
ra

ffi  
c 

Co
de

,” 
by

 
pr

ov
id

in
g 

fo
r t

he
 m

an
ne

r i
n 

w
hi

ch
 b

ic
yc

lis
ts

 m
ay

 o
pe

ra
te

 b
ic

yc
le

s i
n 

th
e 

st
re

et
s, 

an
d 

by
 p

ro
hi

bi
tin

g 
m

ot
or

 ve
hi

cl
es

 fr
om

 o
bs

tru
ct

in
g 

or
 cr

ea
tin

g 
ce

rt
ai

n 
ha

za
rd

s i
n 

bi
cy

cl
e 

la
ne

s, 
an

d 
fu

rt
he

r, 
am

en
di

ng
 T

itl
e 

11
 o

f T
he

 P
hi

la
de

lp
hi

a 
Co

de
, e

nt
itl

ed
 “S

tre
et

s,”
 to

 
pr

ov
id

e 
fo

r t
he

 e
st

ab
lis

hm
en

t a
nd

 im
pl

em
en

ta
tio

n 
of

 a
 C

om
pl

et
e 

St
re

et
s P

ol
ic

y, 
al

l 
un

de
r c

er
ta

in
 te

rm
s a

nd
 co

nd
iti

on
s.

W
HE

RE
AS

, T
he

 e
st

ab
lis

hm
en

t a
nd

 re
fi n

em
en

t o
f, 

an
d 

co
m

pl
ia

nc
e 

w
ith

, a
 C

om
pl

et
e

St
re

et
s p

ol
ic

y w
ill

 e
nh

an
ce

 th
e 

Ci
ty

’s 
pu

bl
ic

 ri
gh

ts
 o

f w
ay

 fo
r a

ll 
us

er
s, 

in
cl

ud
in

g

m
ot

or
ist

s, 
pe

de
st

ria
ns

, a
nd

 cy
cl

ist
s; 

an
d

W
HE

RE
AS

, A
s p

ar
t o

f t
he

 e
nh

an
ce

m
en

t o
f t

he
 ri

gh
t-

of
-w

ay
, C

ou
nc

il 
re

co
gn

iz
es

 th
at

bi
cy

cl
es

 a
re

 a
n 

in
cr

ea
sin

gl
y 

im
po

rt
an

t 
m

ea
ns

 o
f t

ra
ns

po
rt

at
io

n,
 w

ith
 s

ig
ni

fi c
an

t 
be

ne
fi t

s f
or

 th
e 

en
vi

ro
nm

en
t, 

he
al

th
, a

nd
 tr

affi
  c

 co
ng

es
tio

n;
 a

nd

W
HE

RE
AS

, W
hi

le
 b

ik
e 

la
ne

s p
ro

vi
de

 a
n 

im
po

rt
an

t m
ea

ns
 o

f h
ar

m
on

iz
in

g 
al

l u
se

s o
f 

th
e 

rig
ht

 o
f w

ay
 w

hi
le

 a
cc

om
m

od
at

in
g 

th
e 

gr
ow

in
g 

us
e 

of
 b

ic
yc

le
s a

s a
 m

ea
ns

 o
f

tra
ns

po
rt

at
io

n,
 th

ey
 sh

ou
ld

 n
ot

 b
e t

re
at

ed
 d

iff 
er

en
tly

 fr
om

 co
nv

en
tio

na
l t

ra
ffi  

c l
an

es
 

w
ith

 re
sp

ec
t t

o 
th

e 
ne

ed
 o

f m
ot

or
ist

s 
to

 la
w

fu
lly

 s
to

p,
 s

ta
nd

, a
nd

 lo
ad

 o
r u

nl
oa

d 
pa

ss
en

ge
rs

; a
nd

W
HE

RE
AS

, T
he

 sa
fe

ty
 o

f a
ll 

m
em

be
rs

 o
f t

he
 p

ub
lic

 u
sin

g 
th

e 
rig

ht
-o

f-w
ay

, in
cl

ud
in

g

m
ot

or
ist

s, 
cy

cl
ist

s, 
an

d 
pe

de
st

ria
ns

, is
 o

f p
ar

am
ou

nt
 im

po
rt

an
ce

; 

NO
W

, T
HE

RE
FO

RE
, T

HE
 C

O
UN

CI
L O

F 
TH

E 
CI

TY
 O

F 
PH

IL
AD

EL
PH

IA
 H

ER
EB

Y 
O

RD
AI

NS
: 

SE
CT

IO
N 

2.
 Ti

tle
 11

 o
f T

he
 P

hi
la

de
lp

hi
a 

Co
de

 is
 h

er
eb

y a
m

en
de

d 
to

 a
dd

 a
 n

ew
 ch

ap
te

r

as
 fo

llo
w

s:

TI
TL

E 
11

. S
TR

EE
TS

.

* *
 *

CH
AP

TE
R 

11
-9

00
. C

O
M

PL
ET

E 
ST

RE
ET

S 
PO

LI
CY

.

§ 
11

-9
01

. C
om

pl
et

e 
St

re
et

s P
ol

ic
y.

(1
) T

he
 D

ep
ar

tm
en

t i
s a

ut
ho

riz
ed

 to
 d

ev
el

op
 a

 C
om

pl
et

e 
St

re
et

s P
ol

ic
y f

or
 th

e

Ci
ty

, a
nd

 to
 m

ai
nt

ai
n,

 u
pd

at
e,

 a
nd

 p
ub

lis
h 

su
ch

 p
ol

ic
y t

hr
ou

gh
 a

 C
om

pl
et

e 
St

re
et

s

Ha
nd

bo
ok

. T
he

 D
ep

ar
tm

en
t i

s f
ur

th
er

 a
ut

ho
riz

ed
 to

 is
su

e r
eg

ul
at

io
ns

 im
pl

em
en

tin
g 

an
d 

re
qu

iri
ng

 c
om

pl
ia

nc
e 

w
ith

 t
he

 C
om

pl
et

e 
St

re
et

s 
Po

lic
y. 

Th
e 

pu
rp

os
e 

of
 s

uc
h 

po
lic

y s
ha

ll 
be

 a
s f

ol
lo

w
s:

(a
) T

o 
gi

ve
 fu

ll 
co

ns
id

er
at

io
n 

to
 a

cc
om

m
od

at
io

n 
of

 th
e 

sa
fe

ty
 a

nd

co
nv

en
ie

nc
e o

f a
ll 

us
er

s o
f t

he
 tr

an
sp

or
ta

tio
n 

sy
st

em
, b

e t
he

y p
ed

es
tri

an
s, 

bi
cy

cl
ist

s,

pu
bl

ic
 tr

an
sit

 u
se

rs
 o

r m
ot

or
 ve

hi
cl

e 
dr

iv
er

s;

(b
) B

al
an

ce
 th

e 
ne

ed
s 

of
 a

ll 
us

er
s 

in
 p

la
nn

in
g,

 d
es

ig
n,

 c
on

st
ru

ct
io

n,
 m

ai
nt

en
an

ce
, 

an
d 

op
er

at
io

n 
of

 th
e 

rig
ht

 o
f w

ay
 a

nd
 fa

ci
lit

ie
s t

he
re

in
; a

nd

(c
) 

Co
nt

rib
ut

e 
to

 a
 c

om
pr

eh
en

siv
e 

an
d 

in
te

gr
at

ed
 t

ra
ns

po
rt

at
io

n 
ne

tw
or

k 
an

d 
pr

io
rit

iz
e 

th
e 

sa
fe

ty
 o

f t
ho

se
 tr

av
el

in
g 

in
 th

e 
pu

bl
ic

 ri
gh

t-
of

-w
ay

, a
nd

 in
 p

ar
tic

ul
ar

 
th

e 
sa

fe
ty

 o
f c

hi
ld

re
n,

 th
e 

el
de

rly
, a

nd
 p

er
so

ns
 w

ith
 d

isa
bi

lit
ie

s.

(2
) N

o 
co

ns
tru

ct
io

n 
pr

oj
ec

t o
f a

 ty
pe

 se
t f

or
th

 b
el

ow
 th

at
 is

 in
 o

r a
ff e

ct
s t

he
 p

ub
lic

 
rig

ht
-o

f-w
ay

 sh
al

l b
e 

ap
pr

ov
ed

 b
y t

he
 D

ep
ar

tm
en

t o
f S

tre
et

s, 
or

 fu
rt

he
r, 

w
he

re
 a

n

or
di

na
nc

e 
is 

re
qu

ire
d 

to
 a

ut
ho

riz
e 

th
e 

pr
oj

ec
t, 

by
 C

ou
nc

il,
 u

nl
es

s 
th

e 
pe

rs
on

 
re

sp
on

sib
le

 f
or

 s
uc

h 
co

ns
tru

ct
io

n 
pr

oj
ec

t 
do

cu
m

en
ts

 t
he

 m
an

ne
r 

of
 c

om
pl

ia
nc

e 
w

ith
 su

ch
 re

gu
la

tio
ns

 a
s t

he
 D

ep
ar

tm
en

t o
f S

tre
et

s m
ay

 p
ro

m
ul

ga
te

 w
ith

 re
sp

ec
t t

o 
im

pl
em

en
ta

tio
n 

of
 th

e 
Ci

ty
’s

Co
m

pl
et

e 
St

re
et

s P
ol

ic
y:

(a
) A

ny
 p

ro
je

ct
 su

bj
ec

t t
o 

pl
an

 o
f d

ev
el

op
m

en
t r

ev
ie

w
 p

ur
su

an
t t

o 
§ 

14
-5

07
(8

).

(b
) A

ny
 p

ro
je

ct
 su

bj
ec

t t
o 

ci
vi

c d
es

ig
n 

re
vi

ew
 p

ur
su

an
t t

o 
§ 

14
-3

04
(5

).

(c
) A

ny
 st

re
et

 im
pr

ov
em

en
t t

ha
t r

eq
ui

re
s a

 p
er

m
it 

or
 a

pp
ro

va
l f

ro
m

 th
e 

D
ep

ar
tm

en
t 



Ph
ila

de
lp

hi
a 

Co
m

pl
et

e 
St

re
et

s 
D

es
ig

n 
H

an
db

oo
k 

| 
11

Co
m

pl
et

e 
St

re
et

s 
Ex

ec
uti

 v
e 

O
rd

er

of
 S

tre
et

s, 
an

d 
th

at
 p

ro
po

se
s a

 c
ha

ng
e 

of
 th

e 
cu

rb
lin

e 
su

ch
 th

at
 a

ny
 o

ne
 o

r m
or

e 
of

 
th

e 
fo

llo
w

in
g 

ap
pl

y:

(i)
 A

 la
y-

by
 la

ne
 is

 a
dd

ed
. F

or
 p

ur
po

se
s 

of
 th

is 
Ch

ap
te

r, 
“la

yb
y 

la
ne

” 
sh

al
l m

ea
n 

a 
lim

ite
d 

le
ng

th
 o

f t
he

 ri
gh

t-
of

-w
ay

 w
he

re
 th

e 
ca

rt
w

ay
 is

 w
id

en
ed

 in
to

 a
n 

ar
ea

 th
at

 
w

ou
ld

 o
th

er
w

ise
 b

e 
oc

cu
pi

ed
 b

y 
th

e 
sid

ew
al

k,
 to

 fo
rm

 a
n 

ar
ea

 w
he

re
 v

eh
ic

le
s m

ay
 

be
 p

er
m

itt
ed

 to
 st

op
, s

ta
nd

, o
r p

ar
k 

ou
t o

f t
he

 fl 
ow

 o
f t

ra
ffi  

c.

(ii
) A

 tr
affi

  c
 s

tu
dy

 is
 re

qu
ire

d 
pu

rs
ua

nt
 to

 D
ep

ar
tm

en
t o

f S
tre

et
s 

re
gu

la
tio

ns
, o

r §
 

14
-6

03
(1

0)
 (P

ar
ki

ng
, N

on
-A

cc
es

so
ry

) o
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ra
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 r
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 o
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 p
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l p
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 D
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 p
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 b
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 d
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 m
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l b
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 d
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t t
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s s
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 c
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t d
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 c
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s D
es

ig
n 

Ha
nd

bo
ok

 id
en

tifi
 e

s 
se

ve
n 

co
nc

ep
tu

al
 c

om
pl

et
e 

st
re

et
 

“c
om

po
ne

nt
s”

 t
ha

t 
m

ak
e 

up
 t

he
 p

ub
lic

 r
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ee

 S
ec

tio
n 

4.
3)

; B
ui

ld
in

g 
& 

Fu
rn

ish
in

g 
(s

ee
 S

ec
tio

n 
4.
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 D
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 C
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ra
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 r
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 c
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 c
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el

ev
an

t 
po

lic
ie

s, 
re

sp
on

sib
le

 p
ar

tie
s, 

an
d 

re
so

ur
ce

s 
fo

r 

m
or

e 
in

fo
rm

at
io

n.
 D

et
ai

le
d 

de
sig

n 
gu

id
an

ce
 fo

r d
iff 

er
en

t t
re

at
m

en
ts

 w
ith

in
 e

ac
h 

co
m

po
ne

nt
 o

f t
he

 ri
gh

t-
of

-w
ay

 is
 a

lso
 p
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D
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1

INSTRUCTIONS 
This Checklist is an implementation tool of the Philadelphia Complete Streets Handbook (the “Handbook”) and enables City
engineers and planners to review projects for their compliance with the Handbook’s policies. The handbook provides
design guidance and does not supersede or replace language, standards or policies established in the City Code, City Plan or
Manual on Uniform Traffic Control Devices (MUTCD).

This checklist is used to document how project applicants considered and accommodated the needs of all users of city
streets during the planning and/or design of projects affecting the public right of way. Departmental reviewers will use this
checklist to confirm that submitted designs incorporate complete streets considerations (see §11 901 of The Philadelphia
Code). Applicants for projects that require Civic Design Review or Plan of Development Review shall complete this checklist
and attach it to plans submitted to the Philadelphia City Planning Commission for review.

The Handbook can be accessed at http://philadelphiastreets.com/complete streets.aspx.
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INSTRUCTIONS (continued) 
APPLICANTS ARE ADVISED TO NOTE:

� This checklist is designed to be filled out electronically. Text fields will expand automatically as you type.

� This checklist is estimated to take 60–90 minutes to complete for applicants familiar with the Handbook.

� Answering “No” or “Not Applicable” (N/A) to questions in this checklist does not result in an automatic denial of
approval. Applicants shall provide adequate explanation and comments to justify any such responses in the space
provided at the end the checklist.

� All plans submitted for review must clearly dimension the widths of the Furnishing, Walking, and Building Zones (as
defined in Section 1 of the Handbook). “High Priority” Complete Streets treatments (identified in Table 1 and
subsequent sections of the Handbook) should be identified and dimensioned on plans.

� All plans submitted for review must clearly identify and site all street furniture, including but not limited to bus
shelters, street signs and hydrants.

� Any project that calls for the development and installation of medians, bio swales and other such features in the
right of way may require a maintenance agreement with the Streets Department.

� The coordination of all changes to the placement of street furniture (including but not limited to bus shelters,
street signs and hydrants) is the responsibility of the developer throughout all phases of the project, from planning
and design to construction management.

� ADA curb ramp designs must be submitted to the City for review

� Any project that significantly changes the curb line may require a City Plan Action. The City Plan Action Application
is available at http://philadelphiastreets.com/pds/City_Plan_Applicatio.pdf. An application to the Streets
Department for a City Plan Action is required when a project plan proposes the:

o Placing of a new street;
o Removal of an existing street;
o Changes to roadway grades, curb lines, or widths; or
o Placing or striking a city utility right of way.
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GENERAL PROJECT INFORMATION 
1. PROJECT NAME 2. DATE

3. APPLICANT NAME

5. APPLICANT CONTACT INFORMATION

4. PROJECT AREA: list precise street limits and scope

6. OWNER NAME

7. OWNER CONTACT INFORMATION

8. ENGINEER / ARCHITECT NAME

9. ENGINEER / ARCHITECT CONTACT INFORMATION
10. STREETS: List the streets associated with the project. Complete Street Types can be found at www.phila.gov/map under the

“Transportation and Utilities” field. Complete Street Types are also identified in Section 3 of the Handbook.
STREET  FROM  TO  COMPLETE STREET TYPE 

                                               

                                               

                                               

                                               

11. Does the Existing Conditions site survey clearly identify the following existing conditions?

a. Parking and loading regulations in curb lanes adjacent to the site YES NO

b. Street Furniture such as bus shelters, honor boxes, etc. YES NO N/A

c. Street Direction YES NO

d. Curb Cuts YES NO N/A

e. Utilities, including tree grates, vault covers, manholes, junction
boxes, signs, lights, poles, etc.

YES NO

f. Building Extensions into the sidewalk, such as stairs and stoops YES NO N/A

APPLICANT: General Project Information 

Additional Explanation / Comments:

DEPARTMENTAL REVIEW ONLY: General Project Information 

Reviewer Comments:
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PEDESTRIAN COMPONENT (Handbook Section 4.3) 
12. SIDEWALK: list Sidewalk widths for each street frontage. Required Sidewalk widths are listed in Section 4.3 of the Handbook.

STREET FRONTAGE  TYPICAL SIDEWALK WIDTH  
(BUILDING LINE TO CURB) 
Required / Existing / Proposed 

CITY PLAN SIDEWALK WIDTH 
Existing / Proposed 

                       /            /                        /            

                       /            /                        /            

                       /            /                        /            

                       /            /                        /            

13. WALKING ZONE: list Walking Zone widths for each street frontage. The Walking Zone is defined in Section 4.3 of the Handbook,
including required widths.
STREET FRONTAGE  WALKING ZONE 

Required / Existing / Proposed

                       /            /            

                       /            /            

                       /            /            

                       /            /            

14. VEHICULAR INTRUSIONS: list Vehicular Intrusions into the sidewalk. Examples include but are not limited to; driveways, lay by lanes,
etc. Driveways and lay by lanes are addressed in sections 4.8.1 and 4.6.3, respectively, of the Handbook.

EXISTING VEHICULAR INTRUSIONS
INTRUSION TYPE  INTRUSION WIDTH  PLACEMENT 

                                   

                                   

                                   

                                   

PROPOSED VEHICULAR INTRUSIONS
INTRUSION TYPE  INTRUSION WIDTH  PLACEMENT 
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PEDESTRIAN COMPONENT (continued) 
DEPARTMENTAL 
REVIEW ONLY 

15. Does the design limit block lengths to 500 feet or less? YES NO N/A ACCEPT N/M

16. When considering the overall design, does the design create a pedestrian
environment that provides safe and comfortable access for all
pedestrians?

YES NO ACCEPT N/M

*N/M = Needs Modification

APPLICANT: Pedestrian Component 

Additional Explanation / Comments:

DEPARTMENTAL REVIEW ONLY: Pedestrian Component 

Reviewer Comments:



COMPLETE STREETS HANDBOOK CHECKLIST 
Philadelphia City Planning Commission 

 

6

BUILDING & FURNISHING COMPONENT (Handbook Section 4.4) 
17. BUILDING ZONE: list the MAXIMUM, existing and proposed Building Zone width on each street frontage. The Building Zone is defined

is as the area of the sidewalk immediately adjacent to the building face, wall, or fence marking the property line, or a lawn in lower
density residential neighborhoods. The Building Zone is further defined in section 4.4.1 of the Handbook.
STREET FRONTAGE  MAXIMUM BUILDING ZONE WIDTH 

Existing / Proposed

                       /            

                       /            

                       /            

                       /            

18. FURNISHING ZONE: list the MINIMUM, recommended, existing, and proposed Furnishing Zone widths on each street frontage. The
Furnishing Zone is further defined in section 4.4.2 of the Handbook.
STREET FRONTAGE  MINIMUM FURNISHING ZONE WIDTH 

Recommended / Existing / Proposed 

                       /            /            

                       /            /            

                       /            /            

                       /            /            

APPLICANT: Building & Furnishing Component 

Additional Explanation / Comments:

DEPARTMENTAL REVIEW ONLY: Building & Furnishing Component 

Reviewer Comments:

19. Identify proposed “high priority” building and furnishing zone design treatments that are incorporated
into the design plan, where width permits (see Handbook Table 1). Are the following treatments
identified and dimensioned on the plan?

DEPARTMENTAL 
REVIEW ONLY

� Bicycle Parking YES NO N/A ACCEPT N/M
� Lighting YES NO N/A ACCEPT N/M
� Benches YES NO N/A ACCEPT N/M
� Street Trees YES NO N/A ACCEPT N/M
� Street Furniture YES NO N/A ACCEPT N/M

20. Does the design avoid tripping hazards? YES NO N/A ACCEPT N/M

21. Does the design avoid pinch points? Pinch points are locations where the
Walking Zone width is less than the required width identified in item 13, or
requires an exception

YES NO N/A ACCEPT N/M

22. Do street trees and/or plants comply with street installation requirements
(see sections 4.4.7 & 4.4.8)

YES NO N/A ACCEPT N/M

23. Does the design maintain adequate visibility for all roadway users at
intersections?

YES NO ACCEPT N/M

24. When considering the overall design of the Building & Furnishing
Component, does the design enhance the pedestrian environment?

YES NO ACCEPT N/M

*N/M = Needs Modification
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BICYCLE COMPONENT (Handbook Section 4.5) 
25. List elements of the project that incorporate recommendations of the Pedestrian and Bicycle Plan, located online at

http://phila2035.org/wp content/uploads/2012/06/bikePedfinal2.pdf

26. List the existing and proposed number of bicycle parking spaces, on and off street. Bicycle parking requirements are provided in
The Philadelphia Code, Section 14 804.
BUILDING / ADDRESS  REQUIRED 

SPACES 
ON SIDEWALK OR STREET 
Existing / Proposed 

OFF‐STREET 
Existing / Proposed 

                                   /                        /            

                                   /                        /            

                                   /                        /            

                                   /                        /            

27. Identify proposed “high priority” bicycle design treatments (see Handbook Table 1) that are incorporated
into the design plan, where width permits. Are the following “High Priority” elements identified and
dimensioned on the plan?

DEPARTMENTAL 
REVIEW ONLY

� Conventional Bike Lane YES NO N/A ACCEPT N/M
� Buffered Bike Lane YES NO N/A ACCEPT N/M
� Bicycle Friendly Street YES NO N/A ACCEPT N/M

28. Does the design provide bicycle connections to local bicycle, trail, and
transit networks?

YES NO ACCEPT N/M

29. Does the design provide convenient bicycle connections to residences,
work places, and other destinations?

YES NO ACCEPT N/M

*N/M = Needs Modification

APPLICANT: Bicycle Component 

Additional Explanation / Comments:

DEPARTMENTAL REVIEW ONLY: Bicycle Component 

Reviewer Comments:
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CURBSIDE MANAGEMENT COMPONENT (Handbook Section 4.6) 
DEPARTMENTAL 
REVIEW ONLY 

30. Does the design limit conflicts between transportation modes along the
curb?

YES NO ACCEPT N/M

31. Does the design connect transit stops to the surrounding pedestrian
network and destinations?

YES NO N/A ACCEPT N/M

32. Does the design provide a buffer between the roadway and pedestrian
traffic?

YES NO N/A ACCEPT N/M

33. How does the proposed plan affect the accessibility, visibility, connectivity, and/or attractiveness of
public transit?

ACCEPT N/M

*N/M = Needs Modification

APPLICANT: Curbside Management Component 

Additional Explanation / Comments:

DEPARTMENTAL REVIEW ONLY: Curbside Management Component 

Reviewer Comments:
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VEHICLE / CARTWAY COMPONENT (Handbook Section 4.7) 
34. For each street frontage, identify existing and proposed lane widths and the design speed.

STREET  FROM  TO  LANE WIDTHS 
Existing / Proposed 

DESIGN 
SPEED 

                                               /                        

                                               /                        

                                               /                        

                                               /                        

DEPARTMENTAL 
REVIEW ONLY

35. What is the maximum AASHTO design vehicle being accommodated by the
design?

ACCEPT N/M

36. Will the project affect a historically certified street? An inventory of
historic streets(1) is maintained by the Philadelphia Historical Commission.

YES NO ACCEPT N/M

37. Does the design plan incorporate roadway medians (a “high priority”
vehicle / cartway design treatment for some street types)?

*Any proposed median may require a maintenance agreement with the
Streets Department.

YES NO N/A ACCEPT N/M

38. Does the design facilitate safe and accessible, deliveries to local industries
and businesses?

YES NO ACCEPT N/M

39. Will the public right of way be used for loading and unloading activities? YES NO ACCEPT N/M

40. Does the design maintain emergency vehicle access? YES NO ACCEPT N/M

41. Where new streets are being developed, does the design connect and
extend the street grid?

YES NO N/A ACCEPT N/M

42. Does the design support multiple alternative routes to and from
destinations as well as within the site?

YES NO N/A ACCEPT N/M

43. Overall, does the design balance vehicle mobility with the mobility and
access of all other roadway users?

YES NO ACCEPT N/M

*N/M = Needs Modification

APPLICANT: Vehicle / Cartway Component 

Additional Explanation / Comments:

DEPARTMENTAL REVIEW ONLY: Vehicle / Cartway Component 

Reviewer Comments:

(1) http://www.phila.gov/historical/PDF/Historic%20Street%20Paving%20District%20Inventory.pdf
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URBAN DESIGN COMPONENT (Handbook Section 4.8) 
DEPARTMENTAL 
REVIEW ONLY

44. Does the design incorporate windows, storefronts, and other actives uses
facing the street?

YES NO N/A ACCEPT N/M

45. Does the proposed project have a Philadelphia Water Department (PWD)
Work Number? If so, please provide.

46. List the stormwater management and drainage features incorporated into
the design of the Right of Way (see Section 4.8.4).

YES NO N/A ACCEPT N/M

47. Does the design provide driveway access that safely manages pedestrian /
bicycle conflicts with vehicles (see Section 4.8.1)?

YES NO N/A ACCEPT N/M

48. Does the design provide direct, safe, and accessible connections between
transit stops and building access points and destinations within the site?

YES NO N/A ACCEPT N/M

*N/M = Needs Modification

APPLICANT: Urban Design Component 

Additional Explanation / Comments:

DEPARTMENTAL REVIEW ONLY: Urban Design Component 

Reviewer Comments:
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INTERSECTIONS & CROSSINGS COMPONENT (Handbook Section 4.9) 
49. Identify Existing and Proposed Signal Cycle lengths

SIGNAL LOCATION  EXISTING 
CYCLE LENGTH 

PROPOSED 
CYCLE LENGTH 

                                   

                                   

                                   

                                   

DEPARTMENTAL 
REVIEW ONLY

50. Does the design minimize the signal cycle length to reduce pedestrian wait
time?

YES NO N/A ACCEPT N/M

51. Does the design provide adequate clearance time for pedestrians to cross
streets?

YES NO N/A ACCEPT N/M

52. Does the design minimize pedestrian crossing distances by narrowing
streets or travel lanes, extending curbs, reducing curb radii, or using
medians or refuge islands to break up long crossings?

* If yes, City Plan Action may be required.

YES NO N/A ACCEPT N/M

53. Identify “High Priority” intersection and crossing design treatments (see Handbook Table 1) that will be
incorporated into the design, where width permits. Are the following “High Priority” design treatments
identified and dimensioned on the plan?

ACCEPT N/M

� Marked Crosswalks YES NO N/A ACCEPT N/M
� Pedestrian Refuge Islands YES NO N/A ACCEPT N/M
� Signal Timing and Operation YES NO N/A ACCEPT N/M
� Bike Boxes YES NO N/A ACCEPT N/M

54. Does the plan simplify complex intersections where possible? YES NO N/A ACCEPT N/M

55. Does the design reduce vehicle speeds and increase visibility at
intersections?

YES NO N/A ACCEPT N/M

56. Overall, do intersection designs limit conflicts between modes and
promote pedestrian and bicycle safety?

YES NO N/A ACCEPT N/M

*N/M = Needs Modification

APPLICANT: Intersections & Crossings Component 

Additional Explanation / Comments:

DEPARTMENTAL REVIEW ONLY: Intersections & Crossings Component 

Reviewer Comments:
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ADDITIONAL COMMENTS 

APPLICANT

Additional Explanation / Comments:

DEPARTMENTAL REVIEW ONLY 

Additional Reviewer Comments:
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INSTRUCTIONS 
This Checklist is an implementation tool of the Philadelphia Complete Streets Handbook (the “Handbook”) and enables City
engineers and planners to review projects for their compliance with the Handbook’s policies. The handbook provides
design guidance and does not supersede or replace language, standards or policies established in the City Code, City Plan or
Manual on Uniform Traffic Control Devices (MUTCD).

This checklist is used to document how project applicants considered and accommodated the needs of all users of city
streets during the planning and/or design of projects affecting the public right of way. Departmental reviewers will use this
checklist to confirm that submitted plans incorporate complete streets considerations (see §11 901 of The Philadelphia
Code).

Applicants for projects shall complete this checklist and attach it to plans submitted to the Streets Department for review if
the project:

1. Encroaches on the public right of way by widening a driveway to 24 feet or more in width;
OR

2. Changes the curb line under the following conditions:

x a lay by lane is added,

x a signalized intersection is affected,

x a traffic study is needed.

The Handbook can be accessed at http://philadelphiastreets.com/complete streets.aspx.
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INSTRUCTIONS (continued) 
APPLICANTS ARE ADVISED TO NOTE:

� This checklist is designed to be filled out electronically. Text fields will expand automatically as you type.

� This checklist is estimated to take 60–90 minutes to complete for applicants familiar with the Handbook.

� Answering “No” or “Not Applicable” (N/A) to questions in this checklist does not result in an automatic denial of
approval. Applicants shall provide adequate explanation and comments to justify any such responses in the space
provided at the end the checklist.

� All plans submitted for review must clearly dimension the widths of the Furnishing, Walking, and Building Zones (as
defined in Section 1 of the Handbook). “High Priority” Complete Streets treatments (identified in Table 1 and
subsequent sections of the Handbook) should be identified and dimensioned on plans.

� All plans submitted for review must clearly identify and site all street furniture, including but not limited to bus
shelters, street signs and hydrants.

� Any project that calls for the development and installation of medians, bio swales and other such features in the
right of way may require a maintenance agreement with the Streets Department.

� ADA curb ramp designs must be submitted to the City for review.

� The coordination of all changes to the placement of street furniture (including but not limited to bus shelters,
street signs and hydrants) is the responsibility of the developer throughout all phases of the project, from planning
and design to construction management.

� Any project that significantly changes the curb line may require a City Plan Action. The City Plan Action Application
is available at http://philadelphiastreets.com/pds/City_Plan_Applicatio.pdf. An application to the Streets
Department for a City Plan Action is required when a project plan proposes the:

o Placing of a new street;
o Removal of an existing street;
o Changes to roadway grades, curb lines, or widths; or
o Placing or striking a city utility right of way.
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GENERAL PROJECT INFORMATION 
1. PROJECT NAME 2. DATE

3. APPLICANT NAME

4. APPLICANT CONTACT INFORMATION

5. PROJECT AREA: list precise street limits and scope

6. OWNER NAME

7. OWNER CONTACT INFORMATION

8. ENGINEER / ARCHITECT NAME

9. ENGINEER / ARCHITECT CONTACT INFORMATION

10. STREETS: List the streets associated with the project. Complete Street Types can be found at www.phila.gov/map under the
“Transportation and Utilities” field. Complete Street Types are also identified in Section 3 of the Handbook.
STREET  FROM  TO  COMPLETE STREET TYPE 
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PEDESTRIAN COMPONENT (Handbook Section 4.3) 
11. SIDEWALK: list Sidewalk widths for each street frontage. Required Sidewalk widths are listed in Section 4.3 of the Handbook.

STREET FRONTAGE  TYPICAL SIDEWALK WIDTH  
(BUILDING LINE TO CURB) 
Required / Existing / Proposed 

CITY PLAN SIDEWALK WIDTH 
Existing / Proposed 

                       /            /                        /            

                       /            /                        /            

                       /            /                        /            

                       /            /                        /            

12. WALKING ZONE: list Walking Zone widths for each street frontage. The Walking Zone is defined in Section 4.3 of the Handbook,
including required widths.
STREET FRONTAGE  WALKING ZONE 

Required / Existing / Proposed

                       /            /            

                       /            /            

                       /            /            

                       /            /            

13. VEHICULAR INTRUSIONS: list Vehicular Intrusions into the sidewalk. Examples include but are not limited to; driveways, lay by lanes,
etc. Driveways and lay by lanes are addressed in sections 4.8.1 and 4.6.3, respectively, of the Handbook.

EXISTING VEHICULAR INTRUSIONS
INTRUSION TYPE  INTRUSION WIDTH  PLACEMENT 

                                   

                                   

                                   

                                   

PROPOSED VEHICULAR INTRUSIONS
INTRUSION TYPE  INTRUSION WIDTH  PLACEMENT 
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PEDESTRIAN COMPONENT (continued) 
DEPARTMENTAL 
REVIEW ONLY 

14. Does the design limit block lengths to 500 feet or less? YES NO N/A ACCEPT N/M

15. When considering the overall design, does the design create a pedestrian
environment that provides safe and comfortable access for all
pedestrians?

YES NO ACCEPT N/M

*N/M = Needs Modification
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BUILDING & FURNISHING COMPONENT (Handbook Section 4.4) 
16. BUILDING ZONE: list the MAXIMUM, existing and proposed Building Zone width on each street frontage. The Building Zone is defined

is as the area of the sidewalk immediately adjacent to the building face, wall, or fence marking the property line, or a lawn in lower
density residential neighborhoods. The Building Zone is further defined in section 4.4.1 of the Handbook.
STREET FRONTAGE  MAXIMUM BUILDING ZONE WIDTH 

Existing / Proposed

                       /            

                       /            

                       /            

                       /            

17. FURNISHING ZONE: list the MINIMUM, recommended, existing, and proposed Furnishing Zone widths on each street frontage. The
Furnishing Zone is further defined in section 4.4.2 of the Handbook.
STREET FRONTAGE  MINIMUM FURNISHING ZONE WIDTH 

Recommended / Existing / Proposed 

                       /            /            

                       /            /            

                       /            /            

                       /            /            

18. Identify proposed “High Priority” building and furnishing zone design treatments that are incorporated
into the design plan, where width permits (see Handbook Table 1). The following treatments shall be
identified and dimensioned on the plan.

DEPARTMENTAL 
REVIEW ONLY

� Bicycle Parking YES NO N/A ACCEPT N/M
� Lighting YES NO N/A ACCEPT N/M
� Benches YES NO N/A ACCEPT N/M
� Street Trees YES NO N/A ACCEPT N/M
� Street Furniture YES NO N/A ACCEPT N/M

19. Does the design avoid tripping hazards? YES NO N/A ACCEPT N/M

20. Does the design avoid pinch points? Pinch points are locations where the
Walking Zone width is less than the required width identified in item 12, or
requires an exception. Identify all pinch points and encroachments on
right of way on design plans.

YES NO N/A ACCEPT N/M

21. Do street trees and/or plants comply with street installation requirements
(see sections 4.4.7 & 4.4.8)

YES NO N/A ACCEPT N/M

22. Does the design maintain adequate visibility for all roadway users at
intersections?

YES NO ACCEPT N/M

*N/M = Needs Modification
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BICYCLE COMPONENT (Handbook Section 4.5) 
23. List elements of the project that incorporate recommendations of the Pedestrian and Bicycle Plan, located online at

http://phila2035.org/wp content/uploads/2012/06/bikePedfinal2.pdf

24. Identify proposed “High Priority” bicycle design treatments (see Handbook Table 1) that are incorporated
into the design plan, where width permits. Are the following “high priority” elements identified and
dimensioned on the plan?

DEPARTMENTAL 
REVIEW ONLY

� Conventional Bike Lane YES NO N/A ACCEPT N/M
� Buffered Bike Lane YES NO N/A ACCEPT N/M
� Bicycle Friendly Street YES NO N/A ACCEPT N/M

25. Does the design provide bicycle connections to local bicycle, trail, and
transit networks?

YES NO ACCEPT N/M

26. Does the design provide convenient bicycle connections to residences,
work places, and other destinations?

YES NO ACCEPT N/M

*N/M = Needs Modification
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CURBSIDE MANAGEMENT COMPONENT (Handbook Section 4.6) 
DEPARTMENTAL 
REVIEW ONLY 

27. Does the design limit conflicts between transportation modes along the
curb?

YES NO ACCEPT N/M

28. Does the design connect transit stops to the surrounding pedestrian
network and destinations?

YES NO N/A ACCEPT N/M

29. Does the design provide a buffer between the roadway and pedestrian
traffic?

YES NO N/A ACCEPT N/M

30. How does the proposed plan affect the accessibility, visibility, connectivity, and/or attractiveness of
public transit?

ACCEPT N/M

*N/M = Needs Modification
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VEHICLE / CARTWAY COMPONENT (Handbook Section 4.7) 
31. For each street frontage, identify existing and proposed lane widths and the design speed.

STREET FRONTAGE  FROM  TO  LANE WIDTHS 
Existing / Proposed 

DESIGN 
SPEED 

                                               /                        

                                               /                        

                                               /                        

                                               /                        

DEPARTMENTAL 
REVIEW ONLY

32. What is the maximum AASHTO design vehicle being accommodated by the
design?

ACCEPT N/M

33. Will the project affect a historically certified street? An inventory of
historic streets(1) is maintained by the Philadelphia Historical Commission.

YES NO ACCEPT N/M

34. Does the design plan incorporate roadway medians (a “high priority”
vehicle / cartway design treatment for some street types)?

*Any proposed median may require a maintenance agreement with the
Streets Department.

YES NO N/A ACCEPT N/M

35. Does the design facilitate safe and accessible, deliveries to local industries
and businesses?

YES NO ACCEPT N/M

36. Will the public right of way be used for loading and unloading activities? YES NO ACCEPT N/M

37. Does the design maintain emergency vehicle access? YES NO ACCEPT N/M

38. Where new streets are being developed does the design connect and
extend the street grid,?

YES NO N/A ACCEPT N/M

39. Does the design support multiple alternative routes to and from
destinations?

YES NO N/A ACCEPT N/M

40. Overall, does the design balance vehicle mobility with the mobility and
access of all other roadway users?

YES NO ACCEPT N/M

*N/M = Needs Modification
(1) http://www.phila.gov/historical/PDF/Historic%20Street%20Paving%20District%20Inventory.pdf
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URBAN DESIGN COMPONENT (Handbook Section 4.8) 
41. Does the proposed project have a Philadelphia Water Department (PWD)

Work Number? If so, please provide.
DEPARTMENTAL 
REVIEW ONLY

42. List the stormwater management and drainage features incorporated into
the design of the Right of Way (see Section 4.8.4).

YES NO N/A ACCEPT N/M

43. Does the design provide driveway access that safely manages pedestrian /
bicycle conflicts with vehicles (see Section 4.8.1)?

YES NO N/A ACCEPT N/M

*N/M = Needs Modification
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INTERSECTIONS & CROSSINGS COMPONENT (Handbook Section 4.9) 
44. Identify existing and proposed signal cycle lengths

SIGNAL LOCATION  EXISTING 
CYCLE LENGTH 

PROPOSED 
CYCLE LENGTH 

                                   

                                   

                                   

                                   

DEPARTMENTAL 
REVIEW ONLY

45. Does the design minimize the signal cycle length to reduce pedestrian wait
time?

YES NO N/A ACCEPT N/M

46. Does the design provide adequate clearance time for pedestrians to cross
streets?

YES NO N/A ACCEPT N/M

47. Does the design minimize pedestrian crossing distances by narrowing
streets or travel lanes, extending curbs, reducing curb radii, or using
medians or refuge islands to break up long crossings?

* If yes, City Plan Action may be required.

YES NO N/A ACCEPT N/M

48. Identify “High Priority” intersection and crossing design treatments (see Handbook Table 1) that will be
incorporated into the design, where width permits. Are the following “high priority” design treatments
identified and dimensioned on the plan.

ACCEPT N/M

� Marked Crosswalks YES NO N/A ACCEPT N/M
� Pedestrian Refuge Islands YES NO N/A ACCEPT N/M
� Signal Timing and Operation YES NO N/A ACCEPT N/M
� Bike Boxes YES NO N/A ACCEPT N/M

49. Does the design simplify complex intersections where possible? YES NO N/A ACCEPT N/M

50. Does the design reduce vehicle speeds and increase visibility at
intersections?

YES NO N/A ACCEPT N/M

51. Overall, do intersection designs limit conflicts between modes and
promote pedestrian and bicycle safety?

YES NO N/A ACCEPT N/M

*N/M = Needs Modification
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ADDITIONAL COMMENTS 

APPLICANT

Additional Explanation / Comments:

DEPARTMENTAL REVIEW ONLY 

Additional Reviewer Comments:


